Books and Reading*

At some point during the day, young children “may be offered a quiet library time during which they may choose from a variety of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and magazines. Individual children may decide to look at books alone or with friends. Children may choose the place they want to sit or lie as they cozy up with their choice of literature.”
Your schedule may include a group story time. “If there is more than one adult, several stories may be offered as choices for interactive reading in small groups. Interactive reading experiences encourage children to question, comment upon events, and make predictions as the story progresses. This interactive process facilitates language development (Whitehurst, et al., 1988). It is not developmentally appropriate to require children to listen passively until the story is finished (Kostelnik, 1992). Story reading is not a performance. Rather, it is an opportunity for children to construct meaning from print.”
“The developmentally appropriate classroom environment is one where children most often:
· Lead...rather than follow the teacher. 

· Create...rather than duplicate. 

· Move...rather than wait. 

· Make the lines...rather than color in the lines. 

· Speak...rather than listen passively. 

· Initiate...rather than imitate. 

· Raise questions...rather than answer the teacher's questions. 

· Solve their own problems...rather than the teacher's problems. 

· Make art...rather than do crafts. 

· Emphasize the process...rather than the product. 

· Use authentic skills...rather than drill and practice. 

· Make books...rather than fill in workbooks. 

· Decide...rather than submit. 

· Choose wisely...rather than being told. 

· Make a plan...rather than follow the teacher's plan. 

· Try again...rather than fail.”

*Adapted from Early Childhood News (http://www.earlychildhoodnews.com/earlychildhood/article_view.aspx?ArticleId=115)
